How to Disinfect Your Well

Suhstrate test fo dztermine if coliferm

bacteric are present. Weter containing coliferm
bascteria may alsa contain. disease causing organisms
ond should be considered unsafe o drink. If o sample
result shows Total Celiform present, your water is
unacceptable for human consumptian. Oftena
disinfection procedure can desiroy the pacteria and
make the water sefe to drink. Sample result of €, oli
present indicates recent fecal centamination,

your water has been tested using ¢ Chremogenic

CAUSES OF CONTAMINATION

The presence of celiferm bacteric indicates that the
victer sysiem has been conteminated from an
unspecified seurce, and my be caused by a structural
defect that is aliowing coritamineticn to enter the well.
Any opening in the well strecture thet could gliow
entry of surface water, rodents, or insects inio the
well should be correctzd before following the
disinfection procedure. A failing septic system may also
be a source of contaminction. Welis that are propariy
constructed can develop ¢ growth of bacteria that can
be eliminated with disinfection.

TEMPORARY WATER SUPPLIES

Uritil you cen disinfect the weil and sate Test

results are obtained, one of the foilowing

temporary measures can be used.

+  purchase bettled water

*  boil water bpiskly for 10 minutes
disinfect water with regular (unscented)
househald bieach (5% chiorine}

Use the following pracedure to chlorinate
water for temporary use. Remember, afl
S&alk treated water should be relatively clear and
-~ sfored in clean, covered containers,

1 Add specified amount of bleach {see Table).
2 Cover centainer and shoke.
3 Allow water to stond for 30 minuies.

Gallons of Water Clear Water Clondy Water
1 8 drops ! tap.
1 T tsp. 2tsp.
5 2 3. 1 Thbs,
100 I oz 1.5 0w
1,000 Y ) ! pint
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CAUTIONS ﬁ’fj’f

Do net water any planis with chlorinated weter,
Do net drain chlorinated water into o sepiic
system, or allow to enter any streams.
Excessive amounts of contamination may require
repeating the disinfection procedure.

Deep wells (more than 150 ft. of weter) may need
+c be disinfected with HTH tebleis, not bleach.
Scrub dug weils and cisterns with a chlorire
solution before disinfecting. Strong chlorinated
mixtures can be hazardous, mix in ¢ well
ventilated area.

DISINFECTION PROCEDURE

The disinfection procedure will require that the
system not

be used during a 24 hour period sincz the

kigh chiorine residuc| rencers the sysiem cnsuitable
for most purposes. Flushing the toilet a few fimes is
nceeptable, Plan to have bottle water avaitable for
drinking and washing. Most woter well systems that
contain 1,000 gellons or less can be adequately disin-
fected by using one gallon of regular household bleach

(do NOT use scented bleach).

1 Open drilled well by loosening the four bolts on
the sanitary well seal (cap) and lift the cap of f.

17 the electric cable or pipes enter the weil from

he Fop it may be easier to remove the access

plug Trom the top and pour the selution through

the small opening using a Tunnel.

Z Dilute 1 (one) gallon of regular househo'd bleach

into 10 gallens of water; pour mixiure inte wzlt.

3 Allow 20 minutes for salution to react in the well.
4 Rinse inside of casing with water from a hose for
15 minutes To mix solution ond disinfect the well

above the water table, Replace well cap and
secure Yo avoid future contamination.
Flusn each toilet and turn on each cold woter

a1}

faucet and outside hose bib; let run untii the cdor

of chlorine reaches the foucet. This allows the
chlorine solution to disinfect the well and ali of
the distribution lines.

Leave chiorine solution in the system for 12 to
24 hours, During this time the chlorine will be
too strong to use for any domestic purpose.

o

~

. After 24 hours, turn on an outside tap and allow

the weter to run untii the odor of chiorine is no

longer dzfected in the discharge. Da not run the

pump dry.
8 Tuke cnother sample ofter ohe week,
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